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Parish Magazine 

Guiseley with Esholt 

Our purpose is to share the Good News and love of Jesus Christ 

with all in our Parish: to welcome those who  respond and  

nurture faith.  

October 2020 
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WHO’S WHO AT GUISELEY WITH ESHOLT 

RECTOR    Rev’d David Pickett MBE  874321 

     daipickett@hotmail.co.uk           M: 07916 825465 

ASSOCIATE PRIEST Rev’d John Richardson  969402 

    johntr123@aol.com                  M: 07769716861 

READER   Despina  Hadjioannou      

CHURCH WARDENS Mandy Waters      879356 

    Paul Brylov          879188 

       Kevin Greenwood   07557 647649 

    Ruth Simpson    01943 871657   

DEPUTY WARDENS   Malcolm Egan    873731 

    Pat Sunderland    874000 

PARISH VERGER  Pat Sunderland    874000    

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL         

CHAIR   Rector     874321 

VICE-CHAIR  Mandy Waters    879356 

HON. SECRETARY Colin Avison    07702 134257 

HON. TREASURER Brenda Jackson   876978 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC Martin Baker              512033 

  choir@guiseleywithesholt.org.uk         M: 07545 310503 

STEWARDSHIP  Paul Brylov, Brenda Jackson, Pat Sunderland 

MOTHERS UNION 1st Wednesday   2:00pm  (Church /Parish Centre) 

    Branch Leader    461389 

HIGCNFY   2nd Monday       7.30pm (Carlton Room) 

BELL RINGERS  Fridays  7.30pm  

    bells@guiseleywithesholt.org.uk  

                        

 

 

FUNERALS It is an ancient  custom that the bodies of parishioners be brought into the 

Parish Church the night before burial or cremation. 

THE SICK Names of those who are sick, either at home or in hospital, should be given 

to the parish clergy or a member of the pastoral group.   To arrange communion for 

the housebound, contact a churchwarden. The blessed sacrament is reserved in 

Guiseley Church. In urgent cases communion can be taken to the sick or dying at any 

hour. 
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‘The Best of Times, the Worst of Times’ 
 
My brothers and sisters in Christ -looking at our world today, I  wonder if we can sum up our          
collective situation in the words of Charles Dickens: 
 
 “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of 
 foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of 
 Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we 
 had everything before, we had nothing  before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were 
 all going direct the other way! ” 
 
You may know this from the opening of ‘A Tale of Two Cities’, written in 1859, just over 160 years 
ago, and yet, very contemporary as a reflection of our current time. There is also another saying that 
those who do not learn the lessons from history are destined to repeat them! We seem to have 
learned very little or nothing over so many millennia from the times of division and conflict –our world 
today seems more divided than ever across a number of different lines. Some of these lines seem 
more visible than others but Dickens is talking about other divisions in how we feel about ourselves, 
other people and the world. 
 
So for many people, these days are the best of times, full of wisdom and belief, full of light and hope, 
with a promise of everything heading towards Heaven! For other people these days are the worst of 
times, full of foolishness and incredulity, full of darkness and despair, with a promise of nothing   
leading only to Hell!  The question is which one am I? Am I in the first category, that may be called 
‘optimistic’ or even ‘idealistic, or in the second category that may be called ‘pessimistic’ or even 
‘realistic? An added dimension is that each has a view of the other, indeed we often hear people  
calling one another ‘idealistic or ‘living in a dream world’ or simply being ‘pessimistic and ‘miserable’! 
So how do we become one of either camp –how do we become full of hope or full of despair, full of 
Light or full of Darkness? 
 
To help with this, the sociologist Zygmunt Bauman compares two philosophers, Knud Logstrop and 
Leon Shestov. Knud Logstrop wrote; ‘It is a characteristic of human life that we trust each other…
Only because of some special circumstance do we ever distrust a stranger in advance….Initially, we 
believe one another’s word; initially we trust one another’. By contrast, Leon Shestov wrote: ‘In each 
of our neighbours we fear a wolf…We are so poor, so weak, so easily ruined and destroyed! …How 
can we help being afraid!....We see danger, danger only….’ 
 
Surely they cannot both be right, or can they? True, they contradict each other, but don’t we all get 
contradictory signals from the experience of our own lives? Sometimes we trust, sometimes we fear. 
More often than not, we are not sure whether to trust and disarm, or to sniff danger and be on guard 
– and then we are confused and unsure of what to do. Of which has there been more in our lives, of 
trust or of fear? The answer may lie in the kind of life we have lived. But what of the lives of Logstrop 
and Shestov? 
 
‘Logstrop was born and died in tranquil, serene, peaceful Copenhagen, where the royals bicycled the 
streets together with their subjects. When they finished their rides they were able to leave their      
bicycles on the pavement knowing that, in the absence of thieves, they would be there when they 
needed them again. Shestov was hunted down and refused university posts by the tsarist regime for 
being born in the wrong faith, then hunted down and exiled by the anti-tsarist revolution for             
professing the wrong faith, then drank his fill from the bitter chalice of exile in a foreign country’. 
 
 

Continued p.4 

The Associate Priest writes — October 2020 
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These two men reported two very, very different experiences, their views contradict each other but so did 
their lives. And this seems to apply to all of us. We make judgements from what we see and when we say 
that ‘people are what they are’, what we mean is that the people we meet are shaped, moved and guided 
by the world we together inhabit. And if we say once that people can be trusted, and at another time that 
wolves are to be feared, and if both statements ring true or at least partly true – then it seems that what 
people are or appear to be depends, wholly or in part, on the kind of world we live in.  
 
Moreover, if what we think about each other reflects what we are, it is also true that what we are is itself a 
reflection of what we believe ourselves to be; the image we hold of each other and of all of us together 
has the uncanny ability to self –affirm, we affirm each other. People treated like wolves tend to become        
wolf-like: people treated with trust tend to become trust-worthy. What we think of each other matters! We 
will probably never know for sure whether ‘people as such’ are good or evil, though we will probably go on 
and on arguing about it  
 
But it does matter whether we believe them to be ‘basically’ good or evil, moral or immoral, and            
consequently how we treat them – can they be trusted with the capacity to make ‘moral judgements’ and    
indeed act ‘morally and responsibly’ in their dealings with all of us?  
 
This lies at the heart of Dickens contradictions in contrary times. Now, perhaps more than ever, we have 
the opportunity to create a different world – a world that can heal itself after the impact of the Corona Virus 
– we don’t have to go back to ‘business as usual’ if it means recreating inequalities and divisions. We    
inhabit a ‘moral universe’ created by the Call of God to life in its fullness. Jesus call us to create a world in 
which the need to be ‘wolf-like’ and cruel is not necessary, where  gentleness and love is the norm, not 
only for ourselves but for others as we are all made in the image of God.   
 
It comes down to choice – to choose life, to choose love. It seems there are many who wish to create the 
worst of times, full of foolishness, full of lies, full of ignorance, full of darkness, despair and hell.  Their 
voice belongs to the past and has nothing for us today. There is us, you and me, through our voices and 
actions - we can   create a world reflecting Heaven, full of the best of times, full of wisdom, full of truth, 
filled with light, hope, peace and love for God, for our neighbour and for one another.  
 
 
God Bless You – Fr John 

 

Message from the Treasurer 
 
The pandemic and lockdown has affected us all in so many 
ways, and continues to do so. 
 
Can I say thank you for continuing to pay stewardship on line and 
to those who swopped to pay on line.  Also to those who sent 
cheque payments directly to me.  It helped greatly with the      
running of the church.  If you wish to carry on in this way, that’s 
great.  I know some of you are attending services so may wish to 
revert back to your usual method.  Whatever you decide to do,  
 
Thank you for your continued support of the church.  
 
Brenda Jackson 
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Hawksworth School News. 
 
All the children started back to school in September following a lot of   re-organising and   
planning by the Headteacher and Staff. It was lovely to be able to welcome all the children 
back and the children themselves have settled well in what is to become the ‘new normal’   
organisation of the classrooms and the school day.  
 
School are particularly happy to welcome the 13 new children in Reception Class and 3 other 
children who have joined the school in Classes 1, 3 and 4. We hope they enjoy school life as 
part of the Hawksworth family. 
 
The work on the school boiler was completed in time for the children to return to school and 
the Governors and staff are impressed with the new system and will be even more impressed 
if it helps to reduce the school’s heating bill! 
 
This first half term the children in Classes 1 and 2 will be exploring ‘Homes and Castles’ in 
their topic work. Class 3 will be investigating the Stone Age and Class 4 the dark Ages. 
 
Father David has been delivering a weekly collective worship via Microsoft Team.                
Unfortunately the ‘Open the Book’ team are unable to visit school at the moment but are      
investigating ways in which they may be able to deliver the Bible stories through ‘Zoom’ or 
‘Team’.  
 
It is hoped that the regimes the school has in place will cause as little disruption as possible to 
the education of the children at Hawksworth School. 
 

Thank You 
 
Thank you all very much for the cards and good wishes on the occasion of my 
70th Birthday.  I was overwhelmed with it all.  
 
My birthday was spent seeing friends in the morning and then away for the 
weekend with family.  The pandemic has put paid to a lot of things but we had 
a fabulous time, obviously being careful and socially distancing as much as 
possible. 
 
I have been thoroughly spoilt and was very pleased to have been able to      
celebrate – I will remember my 70th for a long time. 
 
Thank you  
Brenda Jackson 
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Thursday 1st     
19.00 Practice 
Saturday 3rd     
11.40 Practice 
NB 12.00 Danielle and Jack’s  
Wedding  
   
Sunday 4th    Trinity 17th     
9.30 Sung Eucharist  
     Setting: Aston in F 
     Kyries: Sumsion in F  
     Agnus Dei: Sumsion in F 
     Psalm: 80 v. 9-17 
     Motet: A Gaelic Blessing - Rutter 
18.00 Streamed Evening  Prayer    
     with hymns 

Thursday 10th   
19.00 Practice 
 
Sunday 11th    Trinity 18th 

9.10 Practice 
9.30 Sung Eucharist   

     Setting: Shepherd 
     Kyries: Darke in F 
     Agnus Dei: Darke in F 
     Psalm: 23 
     Motet: The Lord is my Shepherd -   
     Goodall 
17.30 Practice 
18.00 Choral Evensong  

     Responses: Baker 
     Psalm: 139 v. 1-11 
     Canticles: Dyson in F 
     Anthem: Pie Jesu (From the  
     Requiem) - Rutter 
Thursday 17th    
19.00 Practice 

The Choir of St Oswald’s Guiseley 
October 2020 Diary 

www.guiseleywithesholt.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday 18th  Luke the Evangelist  
9.10 Practice 
9.30 Sung Eucharist  
     Setting: Aston in F 
     Kyries: Kyrie de Angelis 
     Agnus Dei: Sumsion in F 
     Psalm: 147 v. 1-7 
     Motet: Litany to the Holy Spirit - Hurford 
18.00 Streamed Evening Prayer with hymns 
Thursday 24th    
19.00 Practice 
 
Sunday 25th  CW Bible Sunday 
9.10 Practice     BCP Trinity 20 
9.30 Sung Eucharist   
     Setting: Merbecke 
     Kyries: Sumsion in F 
     Agnus Dei: Darke in F 
     Psalm: 119 v. 9-16 
     Motet: Teach me, O Lord - Byrd 
17.30 Practice 
18.00 Choral Evensong  

     Responses: Baker 
     Psalm: 119 v. 89-104 
     Canticles: Walmisley in Dm 
     Anthem: If Ye love Me - Wilby 
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St Luke 
 
St. Luke, also called Saint Luke the Evangelist, (flourished 1st      
century CE; feast day October 18), the author of the Gospel           
According to Luke and the Acts of the Apostles, a companion 
of St. Paul the Apostle, and the most  literary of the New   
Testamentwriters.    Information about his life is scanty.      
Tradition based on references in the  Pauline Letters has    
regarded him as a physician and a Gentile. He probably      
accompanied Paul on several missionary journeys.  
 
Luke is first mentioned in the letters of Paul as the latter’s 
“coworker” and as the “beloved physician.”  
 
The fomer designation is the more significant one, for it        
identifies him as one of a professional cadre of itinerant     
Christian “workers,” many of whom were teachers and     
preachers. His medical skills, like Paul’s tent-making, may 
have contributed to his livelihood; but his principal occupation 
was the advancement of the Christian mission. 
 
If Luke was the author of the third Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles, the course and nature 
of his ministry may be sketched in more detail from both texts. He excludes himself from 
those who were eyewitnesses of Christ’s ministry. He indicates  participation in the Pauline 
mission by the use of the first person in the “we” sections of Acts. They suggest that Luke 
shared in instructing persons in the Christian message and possibly in performing miraculous 
healings. 

Source: Online Britannica 

Children’s  Society Box Opening 

 

 

There are some thirty boxholders in the parish. The money-small and large 

change-that the holders put in the boxes each year is sent annually to the 

Society. Box  opening time is normally in the Autumn. I have been in touch 

with the Society for advice on box opening at this difficult  time. The advice 

is to do nothing for the moment-but it comes with an assurance that a      

detailed plan will be available soon. I will contact givers  when I have further       

Information. 

 

Peter Spencer 

 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Gospel-According-to-Luke
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Gospel-According-to-Luke
https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Acts-of-the-Apostles-New-Testament
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Paul-the-Apostle
https://www.britannica.com/topic/New-Testament
https://www.britannica.com/topic/New-Testament
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Gentile
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/designation
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Gospel-New-Testament
https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Acts-of-the-Apostles-New-Testament
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jesus
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Mothers’ Union  
 
 

All Mothers’ Union activities have been cancelled because of the enforced isolation due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic but members have continued to have regular contact by telephone with 
at least one or two other members to ensure contact isn’t lost and that everybody is keeping well 
and able to access all they need. 
 
Newsletters from Mary Sumner house have also been emailed to the members who use email. 
 
Many members have been attending the 9:30am Eucharist service on Sunday mornings at St 
Oswald’s Church and on August 30th, being the 5th Sunday in the month, this service was our 
corporate communion. We were hoping to have a Mothers’ Union meeting - a Eucharist service 
on the afternoon of Wednesday 2nd September - but unfortunately this had to be postponed.  
 
Our planned meetings for October and November have been cancelled, although we are hoping 
to hold our postponed Eucharist service in the near future. 
 
Meanwhile we continue to hope and pray that we will soon be able to join together to share    
social interaction again.  
 
God Bless everyone. 
 

Mothers’ Union Appeal  
 
 

With key workers having done amazing things to keep us safe and the country running this year, 
the Mothers’ Union has launched a new appeal using their own expertise to say thank you.   
 
The ‘Thank You Key Workers’ Appeal looks to provide new one-day experiences and short 
breaks for key workers who have had their lives impacted  by the pandemic, often being forced 
to be apart from loved ones and losing out on quality family time. These  experiences are based 
on the Mothers’ Union’s ‘Away From It All’ (AFIA) program, which aims to bring families together 
using similar holidays and  experiences.  
 
This new appeal is looking to raise vital funds to support our key  workers, and also to raise 
awareness of what the AFIA program achieves each year.    
 
If you would like to learn more about the appeal, apply to be supported by it or want to nominate 
someone, please go to 
 
https://www.mothersunion.org/thank-you-keyworker-appeal  
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Crossword & Sudoku  - solutions on p.11 
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Across 

1  He must be ‘the husband of but one wife and must manage his children and his household well’ (1 Timothy 

3:12) (6) 

4  ‘For we must all — before the judgement seat of Christ’ (2 Corinthians 5:10) (6) 

7  ‘They reeled and staggered like drunken men; they were at their — end’ (Psalm 107:27) (4) 

8  See 19 Across  

9  It concerned who among the disciples would be the greatest(Luke 9:46) (8)  

13 Formed by the Jews in Thessalonica to root out Paul and Silas (Acts 17:5) (3)  

16 ‘He has sent me to bind up the — ’ (Isaiah 61:1) (6-7) 

17 Moved rapidly on foot (Matthew 28:8) (3)  

19 and 8  ‘ — a great company of the — host appeared with the angel’  

(Luke 2:13) (8,8) 

24 Hindrance (Romans 14:13) (8)  

25 Comes between Luke and Acts (4)  

26 Empower (Acts 4:29) (6)  

27 ‘Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into a — !’ (John 2:16) (6) 

 

Down 

1  Sunrise (Psalm 119:147) (4)  

2  The part of the day when Cornelius the Caesarean centurion had a vision of an angel of God (Acts 10:3) 

(9)  

3  He was one of those who returned with Zerubbabel from exile in Babylon to Jerusalem (Nehemiah 7:7) (5)  

4  ‘No one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born — ’(John 3:3) (5)  

5  Animal hunted or killed as food (Ezekiel 22:25) (4)  

6  ‘He encouraged them — — remain true to the Lord’ (Acts 11:23) (3,2)  

10 Ruses (anag.) (5)  

11 Jewish priestly vestment (Exodus 28:6) (5)  

12 Visible sign of what had been there (Daniel 2:35) (5)  

13 This was the trade of Alexander, who did Paul ‘a great deal of harm’ (2 Timothy 4:14) (9) 

14 ‘This is my — , which is for you; do this in remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:24) (4)  

15 One of Noah’s great-great-grandsons (Genesis 10:24) (4)  

18 Traditionally the first British Christian martyr (5)  

20 Relationship of Ner to Saul (1 Samuel 14:50) (5)  

21 Jacob had one at a place he named Bethel while on his way to Haran, fleeing from Esau (Genesis 28:12) 

(5)  

22 Bats (anag.) (4)  

23 ‘You strain out a — but swallow a camel’ (Matthew 23:24) (4) 
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Crossword Answers 

 

ACROSS: 1, Deacon. 4, Appear. 7, Wits. 8, Heavenly. 9, Argument. 13, Mob.              

16, Broken-hearted. 17, Ran. 19, Suddenly. 24, Obstacle. 25, John. 26, Enable.               

27, Market.  

 

DOWN: 1, Dawn. 2, Afternoon. 3, Nehum. 4, Again. 5, Prey. 6, All to. 10, Users.        

11, Ephod. 12, Trace. 13, Metalwork. 14, Body. 15, Eber. 18, Alban. 20, Uncle. 21, Dream. 

22, Stab. 23, Gnat. 

 

Sudoku solution 
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BOOK SHELF 

This month’s choice is: 
Conclave by Robert Harris. 
 
This is the best novel I’ve read 
this year. Harris is a fine author  
and his books cover a range of  
subjects. Conclave, about the  
election of a Pope, behind the  
locked doors of the Sistine  
Chapel, is a splendid  read. 
Peter Spencer 
 
I’d be grateful to receive any book recommendations you may 
have.  The book(s) can be fiction or non-fiction. 
 
Please forward your recommendations, together with a brief    
appraisal,  to C.Avison@leeds.ac.uk. 

New Christian book club launched 
 
September saw the launch of  new book club for churches in the UK, looking to encourage 
as many Christians as possible to read and share books that they find helpful. 
 
The initiative, ‘The Big Church Read’, is aiming to help start good conversations between folk 
about various books, the first of which being ‘The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry’, by John 
Mark Comer. 
 
The first session went live on their website on September 21, with those taking part called to 
watch the video, read the appropriate chapter and discuss it with friends. 
 
About the club, the Rt Revd John Pritchard, former Bishop of Oxford, said: “A growing church 
has to be a learning church, and a learning church has to be a reading church.  
 
“Otherwise, the seed springs up quickly but with no real depth of soil and it gets scorched by 
the sun of secularism.  
 
“The Big Church Read is an idea so simple and obvious you wonder why it hasn't already 
happened.  
 
“But now it has, and I very much hope many churches get on board and discover the benefits 
and beauty of a church that's steadily deepening its knowledge and love of God.” 
 
The Big Church Read is a joint initiative from St Andrew’s Bookshop and Hodder Faith; to 
find out more, and to buy the book at a reduced price, please visit the website by going to the 
following site: https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/  
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Michaelmas 

 
 
There are traditionally four “quarter days” in a year. They are: Lady Day (25 th March),        
Midsummer Day (24th June), Michaelmas Day (29th September) and Christmas Day (25th   
December). They are spaced three months apart, on religious festivals, usually close to the 
Winter or Summer Solstices or the Vernal or Autumnal equinoxes. These were the four dates 
on which servants were hired; rents were due; leases began; land was   exchanged and debts 
were paid. 
 
Michaelmas used to be the time for electing magistrates and was also the beginning of legal 
and university terms. It used to be said that the harvest had to be completed by Michaelmas. 
In many ways this was almost like the marking of the end of the productive season and the 
beginning of the new cycle of farming. 
 
There are a number of interesting customs and traditions associated with Michaelmas. For 
example, it was traditional in the British Isles for a well  fattened goose, which had been fed 
on the stubble from the fields after the harvest, to be eaten to protect the family against       
financial need throughout the following year. This was commemorated in the following saying: 
 
   “Eat a goose on Michaelmas Day 
   Want not for money all the year.” 
 
There is an old belief that Queen Elizabeth the First was dining on goose when she heard of 
the defeat of the Spanish Armada. It is said that she  immediately resolved that she would  
always eat goose thereafter on    Michaelmas Day. Others quickly followed suit, and the    
custom grew of eating goose on that day. 
 
An alternate belief behind the custom of eating goose on Michaelmas Day arose from the fact 
that, because debts were due on that day, tenants who were not in a position to pay may have 
tried to persuade their landlords to delay requesting payment by presenting them with the gift 
of a goose. 
 
Occasionally, Michaelmas day was also known as “Goose Day” on which goose fairs were 
held. Even now the famous Nottingham Goose Fair is still held on or around the 3rd of         
October. 
 
In Scotland it is believed that a large scone like cake, called St Michael’s Bannock or Struan 
Micheil, was created. This was made from cereals grown on the family’s land during the year, 
those ingredients representing the fruits of the field. In addition the cereals were moistened 
with sheep’s milk and the ‘cake’ was cooked on a lamb skin. In that was the ‘cake’ also       
represented the fruit of the flocks. It was also the tradition that the ‘cake’ was to be created by 
the eldest daughter of the family. 
 

 
 

Continued p,15 
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In British folklore, Old Michaelmas Day (the 10th of October) is said to be the last day 
when blackberries should be picked. According to an old legend, Lucifer was expelled 
from Heaven on that day. When he fell from the skies he landed on a blackberry bush 
(ouch!). He then curse the fruit, scorched them with his fiery breath, spat and stamped on 
them and made them unfit for consumption. 
 
The Michaelmas Daisy is also associated with this day. The Michaelmas Daisy flowers 
between late August and early October and provides colour and warmth to gardens at a 
time when the majority of flowers are coming to an end. The act of giving a Michaelmas 
Daisy is therefore believed to symbolise saying farewell, perhaps in the same way as 
Michaelmas Day is seen to say farewell to the productive year and to welcome in the new 
cycle of life and productivity. 
 
Paul Brylov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michaelmas daisies  
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Life’s Dark Valleys 

 

Loving Father, we know that life’s journey sometimes leads through dark valleys, and that 

many are travelling that path just now, even as we are. 

 

Help us to remember that however dark the valley, the darkness does not hide us from you.  

May it not hide you from us, but may we know that you are always near us, sharing our burden 

and entering into our grief. 

 

Help us also to remember that the valley will not go on for ever: that with you by our side we 

shall at length emerge from it, and the darkness will lift, and we shall yet praise you, our    

Saviour and God. 

Frank Colquhoun 
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St James the Least of ALL 

 

Beware what lurks in the church vestry...   

 

 

The Rectory 

St James the Least of All 

 

 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 
I am unsurprised that the cleaning lady took exception to you dismantling your motorbike in the church 
vestry. Clergy vestries are the final repositories of rotting hymn books, ancient cassocks with a certain 
aroma, buckets with holes in, which are kept “just in case” and dead animals in various states of        
decomposition; but they are no place for bike chains, disc brakes and inner tubes. 
 
I will concede that vestries seem to attract all those objects no one quite knows what to do with, but 
which parishioners can’t bear to throw away. Flower arrangers creep into my vestry, looking for space 
for boxes of twine. Decorators arrive with cribs and Easter gardens they are hoping to store. And even 
the choirmaster occasionally sidles in, trying to slip some anthems past me. I repel them all with vigour, 
and a firm broom. 
 
One thing I can’t keep out of the vestry are the portraits of all my predecessors, who stare down at me 
reproachfully. The most recent, in colour, stare smugly, knowing that I am still being compared to them, 
and falling short. Earlier incumbents, in black and white, look mildly  reproachful, reminding me that they 
all held doctorates from Oxford. The hand-drawn portraits from pre-1870 are the worst – they all look as 
if they drank vinegar for breakfast and argued Pelagianism over lunch, just for fun.  I am already        
rehearsing my own look of pained forgiveness for my leaving photo that will stare down on my own   
successor, and perpetually irritate him. 
 
It also seems to be a tradition that retiring clergy donate their robes for their successors, probably      
because it spares them a walk to the dustbin. So, a five-foot, 18 stone incumbent will leave a cassock 
for his six-foot, ten stone successor. There will also be a spare 1960s nylon surplice hanging on the 
back of the vestry door, to remind you that should you ever forget your own, then this is the horror you 
will be obliged to wear throughout Evensong. 
 
Notices on the walls will tell you that marriage fees in the 1920s were seven shillings and sixpence, that 
Communion wine can be obtained from a shop that closed down a generation ago and there will be a 
copy of the prayer of thanksgiving to be used on the Relief of Mafeking. 
 

My only advice is to remove your bike before it gets bundled up with the Scouts’ tents – and lost forever 

in the churchwarden’s shed. 

Your loving uncle 

 

Eustace 
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IAN R CLAPHAM PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS 

ESTABLISHED 1984 

GAS SAFE REGISTERED 

MEMBER OF GUILD OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

 

  *  Central heating, gas and boiler systems installation and servicing. 

  *  Bathroom suites installation and repairs. 

  *  Above and below ground drainage. 

  *  Vented and unvented hot water cylinders. 

  *  Landlord gas safety checks/certificates 

 

      All types of plumbing and heating work undertaken.  

      I have been serving Guiseley and surrounding area for 30 years.  

      For free estimates and friendly service contact:  

      Ian on : 07831 217598 or  01943 878758 

66 Southway             Jonathan Fountain 

Guiseley             Decorating Services 

Leeds LS20 81Q         Private and Contract 

07811113020             Commercial 
              Domestic 
 

 
     

Free consultation and estimates 
Exterior and interior 

Fully insured 
 

E:joffountain@hotmail.co.uk 

CHURCH TRANSPORT 

If you would like transport to 

and from the Sung Eucharist 

for any reason or if you can 

help with transport  

olease contact : 
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CHILDREN’S  AND YOUTH GROUPS  

ALL DATES AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CORVID-19 CONSTRAINTS 

 

Sunday School   (under 6) Parish Centre        9:25  am 

sundayschool@guiseleywithesholt.org.uk        Rector -  M: 07916 825465 

Esholt Sunday School  Monthly on last Sunday     11 :00 am 01274  590230 

Carers and Toddlers  Carlton Room               2: 00 pm      Tues term time 

Messy Church     3rd  Thursday        3:30 –5:.30 pm 

Guiseley Youth Group  2nd and 4th Fridays      7 - 9 pm     

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER Mrs  Susan Barber      884059     07968274149 

 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS 

1ST Guiseley Guides, & Rangers, Brownies and Rainbows guiseleyguides1@hotmail.co.uk 

    Heather Wilson      0788 565 1248 

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers  Maureen Cooper    gsl.15thairedale@outlook.com  

 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND DAY SCHOOLS 

St Oswald’s CE Aided Primary,  The Green, Guiseley 

Headteacher:  Mr L Talbot 873570 

Hawksworth CE Aided Primary, Main Street, Hawksworth 

Headteacher:  Dale Norris 872808 

 

PARISH WEBSITE webmaster@guiseleywithesholt.org.uk    

PARISH MAGAZINE       editor@guiseleywithesholt.org.uk  

EDITOR   Colin Avison   07702 134 257 

DISTRIBUTION  Malcolm Egan   873731 

ADVERTISING  Brenda Jackson   876978 

  robson & son 

  curtains   fabrics 

  wallcoverings  blinds 

  upholstery  soft furnishing 

 78 Otley Road   

Guiseley 

Leeds LS20 8BH 

Tel/Fax 01943 874595 

 

email  sales@robsoninteriors.co.uk 

interiors 

mailto:gsl.15thairedale@outlook.com
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digital  www.cdidigital.co.uk    . 

C.D.I   Complete Digital Installations. 

_______________________________________________________ 

 *TV Aerials    *Satellite Systems   *FM & DAB     *Multi-Room   

*Diagnostics & Repairs   *TV Mounting  *Hardware Set-up   

*Work Completed to CAI Standards.. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Friendly & Professional    Fully Insured   CRB Checked    RDI installer 18266003 

01943-871632      07708-216898 

Contact Paul    cdidigital@btinternet.com 

Alison Franklin B.A.Hon.   M.C.F.H.P  M.A.F.H.P 

01274 686266   mobile: 07914684526 

Problems cutting your toe nails ? 

Corns? Callus? Or ingrowing toenails? 

In the privacy of your own home 

For all your foot health problems  

Interior & Exterior 

Domestic & Commercial 

Free Estimate & Consultation 

Fully Insured 

 

TEL SIMON: 

01943 872996—07879 442969 

CHIMNEY SWEEP  
 

Andrew Abbiss 

Member of National Association  

of Chimney Sweeps 

Professional efficient service 

Tel 871206 or  07980669220 

Why not advertise your local business in 

Guiseley with Esholt Parish Magazine? 

11 magazines are printed annually:  

July/August is a joint issue. 

One full page A5 ……..  118 x 180 mms  ………£160 pa 

Half page A5 ……………  118 x 90 mms  ………  £ 80  pa              

Quarter page A5 ……...   59 x 90 mms  ………  £ 50  pa 

One Eighth A5 ………….   59 x 45 mms …….…  £ 25  pa 

contact: Brenda Jackson   Telephone 01943 876978                                          

or email  adverts@guiseleywithesholt.org.uk 

or editor@guiseleywithesholt.org.uk 
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To all NHS staff and  

front-line carers. 

 

From the parish of  

Guiseley with Esholt 


