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Parish Magazine 

Guiseley with Esholt 

Our purpose is to share the Good News and love of Jesus Christ 

with all in our Parish: to welcome those who  respond and  

nurture faith.  

February 2021 

 
Thomas Bray (1656–1730) - Founder of SPCK , see p.7 
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Who’s Who at Guiseley with Esholt 

Rector    Rev’d David Pickett MBE  874321 

     daipickett@hotmail.co.uk           M: 07916 825465 

Associate Priest Rev’d John Richardson  969402 

    johntr123@aol.com                  M: 07769716861 

Reader   Despina  Hadjioannou      

Church Wardens Mandy Waters      879356 

    Paul Brylov          879188 

       Kevin Greenwood   07557 647649 

    Ruth Simpson    01943 871657   

Deputy Wardens   Malcolm Egan    873731 

    Pat Sunderland    874000 

Parish Verger Pat Sunderland    874000    

Parochial Church Council         

Chair   Rector     874321 

Vice-chair  Mandy Waters    879356 

Hon. Secretary Colin Avison    07702 134257 

Hon. Treasurer Brenda Jackson   876978 

Director of music Martin Baker              512033 

  choir@guiseleywithesholt.org.uk         M: 07545 310503 

Stewardship  Paul Brylov, Brenda Jackson, Pat Sunderland 

Mothers Union 1st Wednesday   2:00pm  (Church /Parish Centre) 

    Branch Leader    461389 

Bell Ringers  Fridays  7.30pm  

    bells@guiseleywithesholt.org.uk  

                        

 

 

 

 

Funerals It is an ancient  custom that the bodies of parishioners be brought into 

the Parish Church the night before burial or cremation. 

The Sick Names of those who are sick, either at home or in hospital, should be given 

to the parish clergy or a member of the pastoral group.   To arrange communion for 

the housebound, contact a churchwarden. The blessed sacrament is reserved in 

Guiseley Church. In urgent cases communion can be taken to the sick or dying at any 

hour. 
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The Rector writes  
 February 2021 

 
“February is the border between winter and spring.”   

(Terri Guillemets) 
 

My sisters and brothers in Christ, I love the quotation above - it presents a particular way to look at 
the month of February, as a border between two seasons, the period of crossover as we move 
through winter to spring. I suppose for us in the north of England, February still might still feel like 
winter but, if we take our guidance from snowdrops, we know that spring is on its way. Snowdrops 
mark the first sign of spring, flowering ahead of daffodils and bluebells- they emerge from frozen soil 
in January and are in bloom until late February. They represent not only the changing of the seasons 
but also a new beginning, a new possibility and new growth.  
 
As I write this article in early January, I am wondering if, by the time you read this, we might have 
crossed another border in terms of controlling the spread of Covid 19, from an uncertain place to 
more sure grounds, from a period of unfamiliarity to some sort of normality, to some familiar place, to 
a ‘peaceable kingdom’.  
 
In many ways our lives are made up of crossing differing borders, some of which are developmental -
child -youth- young adult etc. perhaps as laid out in Shakespeare’s ‘All the World’s a Stage’ as we 
journey through life. However, we will have different categories of borders or stages in this day and 
age, and I guess that some borders are more   difficult to cross than others. I can imagine children 
and young people only too keen to cross over to be an adult, to be a ‘grown -up’, whereas I am    
having real difficulty in crossing over to old age!!! In our Christian year we cross over many borders 
as we follow our yearly cycle, moving through the seasons and festivals.  
 
In February, after Ash Wednesday, the 17th Feb, we begin our journey through Lent as we prepare to 
cross over the borders into Easter, walking with Jesus on the road that leads to Jerusalem, Calvary, 
the Crucifixion and the Resurrection.  
 
As we journey through Lent, we cross numbers of borders, some internal and some external,         
although they are all clearly linked. We find new things along the way about ourselves, our own    
personal  journey, about our own relationship to God and to each other. We are able to explore our 
journey with each other as we are pilgrims on the journey together, a journey that is filled with all 
kinds of mystery,   wonder, challenges, and opportunities.  
 
To engage with this, indeed, to positively pursue this journey, we have a church study group – a Lent 
Course Whatsapp group, and I do hope that you might feel able to join us. Perhaps a new border for 
you may be to engage with new technology and social media. This Lent we are going to refresh our 
relationship with God by exploring the way Jesus Himself prayed to His Father. Focusing on six of the 
prayers of Jesus leading up to the central events of our faith, we will encounter the Saviour in a new 
way and reach new depths of intimacy with God in prayer.  
 
Through six sessions we will experience more of God's presence as we pray and reflect together on 
Jesus' journey to the cross. I think this will be a very timely and poignant event for us as we face so 
many new challenges, in which we will certainly need to know and  experience God ’s unconditional 
love for each one of us. Please feel free to contact me if you would like more information. 
 
 
God Bless 
 
Fr John R 
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LENT STUDY COURSE 2021 –‘THE PRAYERS OF JESUS’ 

 
 

You may, or not, be aware that, here at Guiseley with Esholt (St Oswald’s and St Paul’s), we have a Lent 
Course Whatsapp Study Group. Over the past year we have used this platform to cover lots of different 
topics that are part of our lives as Christians in the world  today. These have varied from ‘The Prodigal 
Son’, ‘Celtic Spirituality’, ‘Various Epistles of Paul, and an Advent course with the theme ‘Ready and 
Waiting’. This year we are planning to host, via Zoom, a Lent Course for six weeks, each Wednesday 
from 7.00pm – 9.00pm, beginning 17/2/21, with the theme of ‘The Prayers of Jesus’, based upon the 
Lent Study Guide by Amy Boucher Pye.    
 
‘What better time to explore the prayers of Jesus, than during Lent, a period that we observe to deepen 
our faith, to explore our practice of prayer, fasting etc, and to draw closer to the triune God in hope and 
love. Over the six weeks of Lent, we will focus on six (of seven) of the prayers of Jesus, starting with the 
Lord’s Prayer – the prayer that He teaches His friends. The remaining five prayers come at the end of 
Jesus’ life, each one building on the previous one as He faces His death on the cross.’  
 
17/2/21 The Lord’s Prayer – ‘This then is how you should pray’ (Matt. 6:9) 
24/2/21 The Raising of Lazarus – ‘that they may believe that you sent me’ (John 11:42) 
03/3/21 Jesus’ Hour – ‘for this very reason I came’ (John 12:27) 
10/3/21 The Farewell Prayer ‘Glorify your Son, that your Son may  glorify you’ (John 17:1) 
17/3/21 In the Garden of Gethsemane ‘yet not my will, but yours be done’ (Luke 22:42) 
24/3/21 On the Cross ‘Father into your hands..’ (Luke 23:46) 
 
Each session will be supported by Bible readings, questions for reflection and discussion posted a few 
days before on the WhatsApp Group. If you are interested and would like more information please feel 
free to contact Fr John R – email JohnTR123@aol.com or mob 07769716861  
 

Love Is… 
 
As we mark Valentines’ Day this month, it’s good to ask the question: what does real love look like?  
 
The Apostle Paul says: ‘Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It 
does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres. Love never fails.’ (1 Corinthians 13: 4-8). 
 
Love is unconditional:       
At heart, love is not just feelings but action! Paul talks here about unconditional love, using the word 
agape, which demonstrated in God’s love for us: ‘We love, because He first loved us.’ (1 John 4:19).  
 
Love is forgiving:                
According to the film Love Story, ‘Love means never having to say you’re sorry.’ This is rarely true in our 
experience! According to Paul, love is being ready to forgive others and ‘keeping no record of 
wrongs’ (5). We can only forgive others because we know God forgiveness in our own lives.  
 
Love is sacrificial:                                                                                                                   
Paul says that agape love is not selfish or self-seeking, but selfless and self-sacrificial, putting the needs 
of other people first. This is  modelled by Jesus giving His life for us on the cross. Take the words from 1 
Corinthians and instead of the word love, substitute your own name. Now substitute the word Jesus. 
This is the Jesus who is available to you to make your love for others grow and flourish. 
 
Someone once compared love being like a group of porcupines huddling together on a cold night. The 
closer they get, the more they jab and hurt each other. ‘To love at all is to be vulnerable. 
C. S. Lewis 
 

mailto:JohnTR123@aol.com
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Hawksworth School News. 
 
Christmas at Hawksworth was celebrated despite the difficulty of not being able to hold usual Nativity, 
Carol Service and concert.  Class 1’s Nativity Play and the other classes singing their favourite Christmas 
song were videoed and put online so that parents and carers were able to view at home.  
 
Father David did a Christingle service virtually and the Open the Book team videoed a Christmas nativity 
story in St Oswald’s Church, “It begins in Bethlehem” by Bob Hartman, and sent it into school for the    
children to view. 
 
The children were still able to have their Christmas Lunch and their Christmas parties in their class 
‘bubbles’. They also held an Inter-House Sports again – again in their class bubbles. 
 
Two of the school Governors spent ‘lockdown 2’ in November knitting a ‘Prayer pocket’ for each child and 
member of staff at school. These contained a laminated copy of both the Lord ’s Prayer and the School 
Prayer. They were individually wrapped and, after isolation, presented to the children on the last day of 
term. 
 
Spring Term 2021 has started with another national lockdown. School is open for vulnerable children and 
the children of keyworkers who are unable through work commitments to ‘home school’ their children. 
Staff at school are working hard to provide online learning for the children at home as well as face to face 
learning for those in school. A difficult   situation but everyone is working together to ensure the pupils of 
Hawksworth School remain safe whilst maintaining and further developing their educational skills. 
Stay safe everyone. 
 
All activities and school information can be found on the school website www.hawksworthceprimary.org  

 

St Oswald’s—Making COP* Count 
 
 
‘Make COP26 Count’ is a programme run jointly by USPG and Hope for the Future to support 
churches to act in pursuit of climate justice. The aim is to really get the best possible outcome 
from the UK hosting of COP26 in Glasgow in November this year.  
 
In the Diocese of Leeds, 3 churches have so far signed up to be part of the programme: All 
Saints Otley; St Oswald’s, Guiseley and St Matthias, Leeds.  
 
The churches will be holding services that reflect on our responsibility to care for creation. They 
will also engage their congregations in  environment friendly projects. Crucially, they will be     
engaging with their local MP’s and making it clear how aware they are of the present climate 
emergency and how they wish the Government to lead the way in making the changes    
necessary to ensure the future flourishing of life on this planet.  
 
It is so encouraging to see parishes taking part in this important programme. We wish them well 
and thank them for what they are doing.  
 
Find out more about Making COP Count here https://www.uspg.org.uk/cop26  
 
 
 
 
 
*COP26 - the acronym  is Conference of the Parties.  The 26 refers to the 26th time the United 
Nations has held Climate Change talks. 

http://www.hawksworthceprimary.org
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Across 
8 Interrogated (Acts 12:19) (5-8) 
9 ‘Burn it in a wood fire on the — heap’ (Leviticus 4:12) (3) 
10 Tobit, Judith, Baruch and the books of Esdras and the Maccabees are part of it (9) 
11 Science fiction (abbrev.) (3-2) 
13 Clay pit (anag.) (7) 
16 Went to (John 4:46) (7) 
19 ‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to — your bodies as living sacrific-
es’ (Romans 12:1) (5) 
22 David’s plea to God concerning those referred to in 14 Down: ‘On — — let them escape’ (Psalm 56:7) 
(2,7) 
24 Royal Automobile Club (1,1,1) 25 How the book of Ezekiel refers to God more than 200 times (Ezekiel 
2:4) (9,4) 
 
Down 
1 Seas (Proverbs 8:24) (6) 
2 One of the sons of Eli the priest, killed in battle by the Philistines 
(1 Samuel 4:11) (6) 
3 Specialist in the study of the Muslim religion (8) 
4 ‘Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but — him as if he were your father’ (1 Timothy 5:1) (6) 
5 One of Esau’s grandsons (Genesis 36:11) (4) 
6 Taking a chance (colloq.) (2,4) 
7 God’s instructions to the Israelites concerning grain offerings: ‘ — salt to — your offerings’ (Leviticus 
2:13) (3,3) 
12 Confederation of British Industry (1,1,1) 
14 ‘All day long they twist my words; they are always — to harm me’ (Psalm 56:5) (8) 
15 The crowd’s reaction to Jesus bringing back to life a widow’s son in Nain (Luke 7:16) (3) 
16 Disappear (Psalm 104:35) (6) 
17 How Jeremiah was likely to die if he wasn’t rescued from the cistern where he was imprisoned 
(Jeremiah 38:9) (6) 
18 What the prophets do to a wall, with whitewash (Ezekiel 13:10, RSV) (4,2) 
20 Made by a plough (Job 39:10) (6) 
21 Noah was relieved when the flood waters continued to — (Genesis 8:5) (6) 
23 Jesus gave the Twelve the power and authority to do this to diseases (Luke 9:1) (4) 

Crossword - solution p.8 
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Sudoku - solution p.8 

Reverend Dr Thomas Bray 
 
In February of each year a day is set aside by the SPCK (Society for         
Promoting Christian Knowledge) to celebrate its co-founder the Reverend   
Dr Thomas Bray.   
 
Born seven years after the execution of Charles I and in his early thirties 
when the ‘bloodless revolution’ saw William and Mary displace James II, 
Thomas Bray, like his contemporaries, was accustomed to a world in which 
the very foundations of  society were shaken on a regular basis. Yet, in an 
age when monarchs seemed so transitory, in just a few years Thomas Bray 
had founded two closely linked societies – SPCK and USPG (United Society 
Partners in the Gospel) – that have had a profound impact for over           
300-years. 
 
A man of humble origins, the Reverend Bray (1656–1730) clearly had an unusual genius for envisioning 
and drafting practical schemes to realize his ambitious and far-reaching plans. Beneath this                  
organizational creativity was a deep commitment to the importance of education and, of course, books: 
their writing and publication; their use in teaching, especially in the schooling of the young; and in making 
them widely accessible through libraries. 
 
This prodigious drive and energy led to the creation of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge in 
1698. In the first year, Bray’s core team met on 60 occasions and a huge investment in schools and     
education across the British Isles followed. In just five years, 84 schools had been founded and, by 1721, 
this number had grown to 1,784, including 148 in Ireland. Three years after the birth of SPCK came a   
sibling, a second ‘ 
 
With his practical emphasis on building up the capacity of the Church, especially through education, Bray 
imbued ‘his’ societies with a certain spirit – a deep respect for reason and an attentiveness to the needs 
of the age. Both publishing and Christian mission are profoundly strengthened by these spiritual            
disciplines. They have shaped the historic commitment within both societies to setting up schools, and 
they continue to shape their current commitments to education.  
 

Source: SPCK website  https://spckpublishing.co.uk/blog/bray-day.html 
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Crossword and Sudoku solutions 

ACROSS: 

8, Cross-examined. 9, Ash. 10, Apocrypha. 11, Sci-fi. 13, Typical. 16, Visited. 19, Offer. 22, No account. 

24, RAC. 25, Sovereign Lord.  

DOWN: 

1, Oceans. 2, Hophni. 3, Islamist. 4, Exhort. 5, Omar. 6, On spec. 7, Add all. 12, CBI. 14, Plotting.         

15, Awe. 16, Vanish. 17, Starve. 18, Daub it. 20, Furrow. 21, Recede. 23, Cure. 

Mothers’ Union. 
 
 
Covid 19 restrictions have continued to prevent us from holding our planned monthly meetings. Members 
have continued maintaining contact with each other through phone conversations. Newsletters and other 
correspondence from both Mary Sumner House and the Leeds Diocese Mothers’ Union have been being 
emailed to the members who use email. 
 
Committee meetings are being held on Zoom and a programme of  activities for 2021 have been planned 
although it looks doubtful that many of these, at the beginning of the year at least, will take place.  
 
The ‘Prayer Squares’ knitted by some members of the committee have been distributed to Primrose 
Court, Ghyll Royd, Spring Wood Lodge and Suffolk Court residents and well received. We have plans to     
continue with distributing these to other establishments in the local area. 
 
Being unable to hold the ‘Wave of Prayer’ service on January 8th in St Oswald’s Church the committee 
decided to hold it virtually using ‘Zoom’. This worked well. Seven other members joined the service in   
addition to the committee and we were pleased to have fulfilled our commitment to maintain the ‘wave of 
prayer’. After the service we remained online and had a pleasant chat amongst ourselves. We may       
organise another meeting via Zoom as this was successful. 
 
Meanwhile we continue to hope and pray that we will soon be able resume our planned programme of 
monthly meetings. 
 
God Bless everyone. 
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BOOK SHELF 
 
William Temple: A Calling to Prophecy by Stephen Spencer.   
 
This very readable book examines the life of Temple, Bishop of  Manchester, 
Archbishop of York and Archbishop of Canterbury, who had a significant     
influence on social policy and defining the “work” of the Church of England in 
the 1930s and 1940s. 
 
He was a major figure in the Ecumenical movement, in the partnership  between the government and 
Churches in Education (being an advisor for Butler’s 1944 Education Act) as well as a wonderful pastor. 
He was very much concerned by the living conditions of ordinary working people and believed it was part 
of the Church’s task to speak out for them and find ways to influence government to change situations. 
 
He died aged 63 after only two years as Archbishop of Canterbury (a post his father had also held) in 
1944, before he could see the benefits from the post-war social compact resulting in education and 
health care for all. 
 
Spencer concludes that he was very much a prophet of his time and foundational in developing the 
Church of England as we know it. 
 
John Binks 

REBORN HOLY TRINITY, BOAR LANE AS IT READIES TO OPEN 
 

 
The rebirth of Holy Trinity, Boar Lane is nearly complete as builders 
put the finishing touches to the new-look city centre worship hub. 
 
The Revd Sam Corley, Rector of Leeds, said its redesigned and  
refurbished interior will be ready to reveal to the public in the  
New Year:  
 
“Leading a building project in the midst of a  pandemic has been   
interesting, to say the least, and we’re really pleased to be nearing 
the end,” Revd Sam said. 
 
“What the pandemic has shown is that the Church continues, with 
our buildings open or closed. 
 
“The church is people continuing to do all the things we do, and 
don’t usually do, in response to needs. 
 
“But buildings are important as spaces to encounter God and other 
people. 
 
“There’s been a church on Boar Lane since 1727, and it’s now  undergone works, sponsored by the 
Church Commissioners’ Strategic Development Fund to turn it into a centre for worship and prayer for 
people who live and work in the city centre,” Revd Sam said. 
 
The Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC) has worked alongside the scheme and its Secretary, Lisa 
McIntyre took a recent tour of the   building. 
 
“It’s really exciting to see the near completion of this fantastic project,” said Lisa. 
 
“It’s testimony to how good it is to work closely together on such an historic building.” 
 
Sam and Lisa’s visit to Holy Trinity can be viewed at: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMbv1A0OSYA&feature=youtu.be 
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The Feast of Candlemas. 
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Presentation at the Temple by Ambrogio Lorenzetti, 1342 (Galleria degli Uffizi, Florence)  
 
The Feast of Candlemas (i.e. the presentation of Christ in the Temple), which actually falls on Tuesday 
the 2nd of February this year, will probably be celebrated in Churches on Sunday the 31st Of January. 
 
According to St Luke, Mary and Joseph “... brought (Jesus) up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord”. 
This begs the question: Why? Part of the answer can be found in the Book of Leviticus. According to the 
book of Leviticus the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 
 

“Speak to the people of Israel, saying: If a woman conceives and bears a male child, she shall be 
ceremonially unclean for seven days ... .Her time of blood purification shall be thirty-three days; 
she shall not touch any holy thing, or come into the sanctuary, until the days of her purification are 
completed. ... . “When the days of her purification are completed, whether for a son or for a  
daughter, she shall bring to the priest at the entrance of the tent of meeting a lamb in its first year 
for a burnt-offering, and a pigeon or a turtle-dove for a sin-offering. He shall offer it before the 
Lord, and make atonement on her behalf; then she shall be clean from her flow of blood. ... . If 
she cannot afford a sheep, she shall take two turtle-doves or two pigeons, one for a burnt-offering 
and the other for a sin-offering; and the priest shall make atonement on her behalf, and she shall 
be clean.” 

 
 A further reason why they did so can be found in the book of Exodus, where we are told: 
 

“The Lord said to Moses: Consecrate to me all the firstborn; whatever is the first to open the 
womb among the Israelites, of human beings and animals, is mine. When the Lord has brought 
you into the land of the Canaanites, ... you shall set apart to the Lord all that first opens the 
womb. ... Every firstborn male among your children you shall redeem.” 

 
In addition the book of Numbers contains the details of how a first-born child was to be ‘redeemed’: 
 

“The ... firstborn of human beings you shall redeem, ...  Their redemption price, reckoned from one 
month of age, you shall fix at five shekels of silver, according to the shekel of the sanctuary (that 
is, twenty gerahs).” 
 

People visiting the Temple to redeem a first born son had to do so using a special temple coin called a 
didrachma (which was worth two drachmas). The didrachma was worth half a Shekel. Therefore, to      
redeem their first-born son, Joseph had to pay ten didrachmas (i.e. the equivalent of ten times the temple 
tax). To obtain these temple coins they would have had to visit a money changer (who would have had a 
stall in the Temple area). In addition, ancient records indicate that these money changers usually charged 
people a fee for changing their money into temple coins. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presentation_in_the_Temple_(Ambrogio_Lorenzetti)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambrogio_Lorenzetti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galleria_degli_Uffizi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence


11 

Whilst they were visiting the Temple, Mary and Joseph encountered two people. The first was a man 
called Simeon. It is often assumed that Simeon was an old man, but St Luke doesn ’t say he was. Nor 
does he mention what position, if any, Simeon had in relation to the Temple (i.e. we don ’t know if he was a 
priest, a levite, a scribe, or a rabbi). For all we know he a shopkeeper who suddenly felt an irresistible 
urge to go to the Temple. However, that doesn’t matter. What matters is that he was guided there by the 
Holy Spirit and urged to prophesy about the child: 
 
The mother also had to bring (a) a lamb or (b) two turtle-doves / pigeons with her as an offering. These 
items could be purchased from a dealer in livestock (who would have had a stall in the Temple area). In 
addition, ancient records indicate that (i) one of the temple practices at the time was that the people had to 
change whatever animals they had brought with them for special ritually appropriate temple animals; and 
(ii) that the dealers in livestock would charge the individuals a fee for exchanging their animals or         
purchasing animals if they had no animals with them when they came to the temple. 
 
It is worth remembering about these stall holders when you hear the story about Jesus clearing the money 
changers and those selling animals out of the Temple. 
 

‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have 
seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ 

 
Luke also tells us about another person that Mary and Joseph encountered at the Temple: 
 

“... Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with 
her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 
never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment 
she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem.” 

 
It is this reference to Anna that, for me, gives this story the ‘ring of truth’. Why mention her at all? Did we 
really need to know about Anna? It also leads me to believe that St Luke probably obtained this story from 
Mary herself or someone to whom Mary had told the story. It seems to me that the information about Anna 
is exactly the sort of    detail a woman would have picked up on and remembered. 
 
In his account of this event, Luke also said: 
 

“When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
their own town of Nazareth.” 
 

This seemingly throw away comment is very important. Christ was not conceived and born in sin, as     
others are, so it can be argued that there was no need for him to be either presented at the Temple or   
redeemed. However, because the Christ came as one born under the law, it was appropriate that his     
arrival fully complied with the requirements of the Mosaic Law. 
 
Paul Brylov. 
 

Lord God, 

sustain us in this vale of tears 

with the vision of your grace and glory, 

that, strengthened by the bread of life, 

we may come to your eternal dwelling place; 

in the power of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Prayer after Psalm 88 in Common Worship 
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St James the Least of All 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On why our church does not need health or safety...  
 
 

The Rectory 
St James the Least of All 

 
My dear Nephew Darren 
 
I appreciated your recent concern when you heard one of our parishioners had slipped on a gravestone. 
Your desire to help was entirely commendable, and I do know that sending your own church ’s health and 
safety officer to give us some advice was kindly meant. But the 200-page report was not welcome. If we 
implemented even half of your officer’s suggestions, life would become unbearably safe. 
 
St James the Least of All has survived perfectly well for the last 600 years without gutter cleaning        
inspections, path degreasing and electrical safety certificates, so I think we may survive a little longer 
without them. As far as I am aware, the only disaster to hit us was when Cromwell’s soldiers stabled their 
horses in the nave – which I suspect a few of our oldest members still clearly remember. 
 
The shock the sidesmen sometimes get when switching on the lights occurs only occasionally, is         
relatively mild and soon over – and if it happens when preparing for the 8am Service, helps to wake them 
up. The weight of the Duke of Clumber’s marble sarcophagus is slowly detaching the south aisle from the 
rest of the church, but it is very slow – and the pews in that area are used only once a year when his       
relations visit from America to commemorate his death at Agincourt – which is probably just beyond     
remembrance of the oldest of our congregation. 
 
Leaks from the ceiling in the north aisle are solved with a row of buckets – and even you must concede 
that the fungi on the oak beams look really rather attractive when the sun catches them. The sapling 
growing out of the spire is certainly an issue – although it looks so attractive in Spring when in blossom. 
As for our fire extinguishers, they were serviced when my predecessor-but-two was in office, and I have 
the certificate to prove it. 
 
So, do thank your health and safety officer for all his work and tell him we will bear his recommendations 
in mind. Also tell him I was so sorry he slipped and broke his leg in our choir stalls while he was with us. 
But that bit of floor has been out of alignment since 1748, and it seems a shame to disturb it now. If only 
he had arrived encased in bubble wrap, it would never have happened. Perhaps you could put that on 
the  agenda of your next health and safety meeting. 
 
Your loving uncle 
 
Eustace 

Parish Magazine Bloomers 

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new members and to the      

deterioration of some older ones.  

The senior choir invites any member of the congregation who enjoys sinning to see the organist after the 

service.  

The Women’s Tea for next week has been cancelled. We are sorry for any incontinence this may cause.  
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IAN R CLAPHAM PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS 

ESTABLISHED 1984 

GAS SAFE REGISTERED 

MEMBER OF GUILD OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

 

  *  Central heating, gas and boiler systems installation and servicing. 

  *  Bathroom suites installation and repairs. 

  *  Above and below ground drainage. 

  *  Vented and unvented hot water cylinders. 

  *  Landlord gas safety checks/certificates 

 

      All types of plumbing and heating work undertaken.  

      I have been serving Guiseley and surrounding area for 30 years.  

      For free estimates and friendly service contact:  

      Ian on : 07831 217598 or  01943 878758 

66 Southway             Jonathan Fountain 
Guiseley             Decorating Services 

Leeds LS20 81Q         Private and Contract 
07811113020             Commercial 
              Domestic 
 
 
     

Free consultation and estimates 
Exterior and interior 

Fully insured 
 

E:joffountain@hotmail.co.uk 

CHURCH TRANSPORT 

If you would like transport to 
and from the Sung Eucharist 
for any reason or if you can 

help with transport  
olease contact : 
Graham Fuller 
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Children’s  and Youth Groups  

All dates AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CORVID-19 CONSTRAINTS 

 

Sunday School   (under 6) Parish Centre        9:25  am 

sundayschool@guiseleywithesholt.org.uk        Rector -  M: 07916 825465 

Esholt Sunday School  Monthly on last Sunday     11 :00 am 01274  590230 

Carers and Toddlers  Carlton Room               2: 00 pm      Tues term time 

Messy Church     3rd  Thursday        3:30 –5:.30 pm 

Guiseley Youth Group  2nd and 4th Fridays      7 - 9 pm     

safeguarding officer Mrs  Susan Barber      884059     07968274149 

 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS 

1st Guiseley Guides, & Rangers, Brownies and Rainbows guiseleyguides1@hotmail.co.uk 

    Heather Wilson      0788 565 1248 

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers  Maureen Cooper    gsl.15thairedale@outlook.com  

 

Church of England Day Schools 

St Oswald’s CE Aided Primary,  The Green, Guiseley 

Headteacher:  Mr L Talbot 873570 

Hawksworth CE Aided Primary, Main Street, Hawksworth 

Headteacher:  Dale Norris 872808 

 

Parish Website webmaster@guiseleywithesholt.org.uk    

Parish Magazine       editor@guiseleywithesholt.org.uk  

Editor   Colin Avison   07702 134 257 

Distribution  Malcolm Egan   873731 

Advertising  Brenda Jackson   876978 

mailto:gsl.15thairedale@outlook.com
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digital  www.cdidigital.co.uk    . 

C.D.I   Complete Digital Installations. 

_______________________________________________________ 

 *TV Aerials    *Satellite Systems   *FM & DAB     *Multi-Room   

*Diagnostics & Repairs   *TV Mounting  *Hardware Set-up   

*Work Completed to CAI Standards.. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Friendly & Professional    Fully Insured   CRB Checked    RDI installer 18266003 

01943-871632      07708-216898 

Contact Paul    cdidigital@btinternet.com 

Alison Franklin B.A.Hon.   M.C.F.H.P  M.A.F.H.P 

01274 686266   mobile: 07914684526 

Problems cutting your toe nails ? 

Corns? Callus? Or ingrowing toenails? 

In the privacy of your own home 

For all your foot health problems  

Interior & Exterior 

Domestic & Commercial 

Free Estimate & Consultation 

Fully Insured 

 

TEL SIMON: 

01943 872996—07879 442969 

CHIMNEY SWEEP  
 

Andrew Abbiss 

Member of National Association  

of Chimney Sweeps 

Professional efficient service 

Tel 871206 or  07980669220 

Why not advertise your local business in 

Guiseley with Esholt Parish Magazine? 

11 magazines are printed annually:  

July/August is a joint issue. 

One full page A5 ……..  118 x 180 mms  ………£160 pa 

Half page A5 ……………  118 x 90 mms  ………  £ 80  pa              

Quarter page A5 ……...   59 x 90 mms  ………  £ 50  pa 

One Eighth A5 ………….   59 x 45 mms …….…  £ 25  pa 

contact: Brenda Jackson   Telephone 01943 876978                                          

or email  adverts@guiseleywithesholt.org.uk 

or editor@guiseleywithesholt.org.uk 
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To all NHS staff and  

front-line carers. 

 

From the parish of  

Guiseley with Esholt 


